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hew! Good thing March is 

a five-week month, because 

we need two weeks of News- 

lines to cover ail the editorial staff-shut- 

fling we've been doing these past few 

months. Picking up from where we left 
off last week... 

Karl Bollers, who helped create 
‘our Marvel computer screen-saver pro- 
grams available on Berkley Systems, 
has left his post as Sarra Mossotf’s 
Assistant Editor office to become the 
head-bangin’ Assistant to Rock and 
Roll Editor Mort Todd. One of Kari's, 
jobs as music comics editor will be to 
correct the spelling of the phrase 
"gangsta rap,” 

X-MEN Group Editor (and newly- 
Wed) Bob Harras has mutated his 
assistant, Lisa Patrick, to Associate 
Editor. In addition to editing CABLE 
and other X-books, Lisa's job will be to 
find out if there are any words begin- 
ning with "X" which we haven't used 
for a comic title yet. Morphing in as 
Bob's new 
Assistant Edi- 
tor is Ben 
Raab, formerly 
an intern in the 


back in the card packs. Former hall 
‘monitor Glenn Greenberg is now Tom 
Brevoort's Assistant Editor, 

‘Tim Tuohy, formerly Don Daley's 
assistant, has been promoted to Asso- 
ciate Editor in the Epic area, which 
means he now eams the title of PIN- 
HEAD Editor, Don's new Assistant Edi- 
tor is Freddie Mendez, formerty of our 
Manufacturing Department, who looks 
forward to much punishment in the 
future, 

Next up, let's welcome Mariano 
Nicieza (no relation to fabulous Fabian, 
other than being his older brother), for- 
merly of our Sales Department, who 
has come on board as Editor of our 
new Marvel Limited program (see box 
to right)! 

And finally, Group Editor Ralph 
Macchio has taken in former editorial 
assistant Matt Idelson to take the 
place of the departing Pat Garrahy on 
the AVENGERS/FF ling, telling him 
“don't be idle, son!” 
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Hey, folks! As you may have| 
noticed, it's been a ite while since| 


{han make up for the wail, And, of| 
|course, send all comespondence to: 


‘THE THUNDER STRIKES 


New York, NY 10016, 
‘(Addresses withheld by request!) 


Dear Ralph, 

After five issues, | jus! had to 
write. There's a world of difference 
between the way Thundersirike is 
handled now and when he was 
‘acting as Thor. When Eric was Thor, | 
was writing in just about every other 
fssue, berating the fact that he was 
beating Thor-level opponents with 
telative ease, especially since he wos 
g newcomer at the time. Now, Eric i 
having more trouble fighting less 
powerful forces, (Pandara) ‘than 

efore. He's humiliated at least five 
times per issue, whereas before he 
handled the likes of Ulik and the 
Wrecking Crew without much trouble. 
Ihe was given this freaiment back 
then, | would have been less inclined 
40 trash him in the reviews. 

Tom and Ron hove a rare 

opportunity here. They have a 

acter who is new al being a hero, 
‘and not sure of what actions to take. 
He's making mistokes that might Be 
made by a real person trying to 
become a hero. Having Eric unaware 
Of the full extent of his powers and the 
magic that supplies them is a great 
plot device. | think he should continue 
fo discover what he can (and 
shouldn't) do for quite some time to 
‘come. At the same time, though, | feel 
Tom should scale down the vilains Eric 
isrunning info. The Juggernaut isin the 
same class as the Hulk and Thor, while 
Ee ® not. Maybe Tom could bingin 
few villains who are closer to Eric’s 
level, ike Pandara and Bloodaxe. Just 
thought. 

Ine last reque: 
easy on the guest stars. Spidey’s 
appearance is obligatory | know, But 

jose don't have Ghost Rider appear 
in these pages. if Thunderstrike can't 
survive withoul @ lot of guest stars, then, 


lease go 


maybe he’s not as strong a character 
‘as. everyone thinks. 

Joe Christiano 

35 Coach Dive 

Waterbury, CT 06708, 


Joe, you have no reason to fear; 
‘Ghost Rider isn't scheduled fo show up 
anytime soon. Seriously, though, we: 
fhink Eve's Going to have his hands full 
dealing with the mix of old and new 
villains who lay in his near future--some 
in his weight class, some quite a bit 


heavier--and if they don't finish poor 
Eric off, his Ing cast just may! 
One final thing: we don't 


remember Eric (or Thor) having an 
easy time with the likes of Ulik or the 
Wrecking Crew. It seems fo us that Etc 
had his hands very full with those 
baddies. They ain't pushovers for 
anybody. Believe us. 


Dear Thunder-Dudes, 

You all are doing an incredible 
Job. | love the way that Eric has to 
dedi with social and family problems 
‘9s well as hero troubles, | ike his new 
look (witching from the cape to the 
Jackel). | just have a few questions: 

1) What is Captain America’s 
problem with Thunderstrike? 

2) Will Eric ever tell his son that 
he is Thunderstike? 

3) think 
Thundersinke and War Machine would 
make an incredible team, Will they 
ever team up again? 


the team of 


Brent Hodges 
(Address withheld by request) 


Glad you like the ‘realistic’ 
‘approach Tom and Ron are taking 
foward Eric's life. Marvel's tradition of 
fiving “real iif" problems to snazzy 
jeroes_ has been a long one, 

beginning over three decades ago. 
Stick around, though--Eric’s problems 
ate going to get a lot worse. As for 
your questions: 

1) Cap may be a littie hard on 
Eric somefimes, but only to help him to 
become a beter Avenger, Also, Cap 
probably realizes the tremendous 
power within Eric and the horrific 
potential for destruction it Eric doesn't 
Jeam to wield it property, 

2) More and more, Eric is fingin 
the need to confide In someone. [s 
Kevin the answer? Write in and tell us! 

3) A team-up between War 
Machine and Eric has already 
‘Occurred in a recent issue of our 
‘SECRET DEFENDERS fitle, If you missed 
it-shame on you! 


Dear Thunderstike, 

Your book is so cool! _ | really 
enjoy the emphasis given to Eric's 
civillon life and the problems he 
encounters. Unlike most heroes, 
Thundersirike must bolance the 
responsibly of having a job, a home, 
G secret identity, all fhe whi dealing 
with the fong-losting repercussions of 6 
divorce. and that's just the fip of the 
iceberg! 

ery much enjoyed issue #5. In 
many ways. it was the best issue yet 
Yes, the art was superb as usual 
thanks, Ron! You're the best!), but it 
was Tom’ scripting that elevated ins 
already-tertific book above the 
stondards it hod set for itself. | 

rarticularly enjoyed ihe comradery 
Between Spider-Man. and 
Thunderstrike, They should join up 
mote offen! in many ways, if seems 
like Eric is following in the footsteps of 
Spider-Man, learning about his limits 
Gnd abies, discovering how to work 


with a pattern, balancing a double 
life, ete. lke the fact that while 
Spidey hasn't changed a whole lot 
from the sixties, he has nonetheless 
grown ond matured, Id like to key 
fim ond Etic working together more in 
the future. 
Thanks for another fine issue. 
‘and make mine Marvel! 
Chatles Feasie 
Jersey City, NJ 07303, 


Glod you wrote In, Charles. You 
false an interesting point concerning 
Spidey and Eric. Perhaps it's our 
‘rachnid’s reqular-guy approach that 
seems fo gel through to Eric better 
than Cap's dil sergeant routine. After 
ll, what else is Eric besides a regular 
guy? 


Dear Ralph, Ron, and Tom, 
Nove the Curent trend (short os 
it hos been to date) of this book. The 
‘art and the wring have been superb, 
combining the “old’ feel of classic 
‘Comics with relevant social issues and 
personal problems for Eric ond 
‘company. To my best recollection, no 
other hero has had to juggle the 
compelling yet amusing array of 
hassles thal ric has to contend with, 
Personally, | think Eric should get 
together with someone real soon. 
What do you think? At any rate, get 
Eric a gifffiend ASAP., and keep up. 
the good work. 
Rebecca Plant 
(Address withheld by request) 


Get Eric a girlfriend, huh? Well, 
welll see what we can do, but we did 
‘ask Tom and he refused. We think it's 
because Tom, like Eric, is lonely, mis- 
Understood and overworked. Or, 

maybe he's just a sodist. Kind of like 
some of the folks who show up .... 


than) capable Keith Pollard steps in 
ito take a turn on the penciling| 
ichores. Also, more on Pandara,| 
Tantalus, and a member of our cast| 
idles the real death. 


